Because the Anabaptists, as they were first called, fled from country to country in search of religious freedom, they became indeed "strangers and pilgrims" in the Biblical sense. Migrations became a part of their heritage and they perhaps found "pulling stakes" less of a traumatic experience than did some other new world pioneers. The writer's own Gingerich ancestors had been citizens of Canton Bern in Switzerland. In 1705 they left Switzerland and by 1713 were renting land in Wittgenstein, but by 1743, his direct ancestors were renting a dairy farm at Arolsen, in Waldeck, Germany. From there great grandfather John P. Gingerrich emigrated to eastern Pennsylvania in 1835. Soon he and his family moved on to Fairfield County, Ohio, and in 1851 to Johnson County, Iowa. Although most of his descendants remained in Iowa, the family is now scattered from coast to coast.
Most Mennonite families in North America can be placed in one or the other of two ethnic groups. One group is Dutch in its origins. Some of these Dutch Mennonites came directly to America-many others migrated to North Germany, and from there over a century later to South Russia. After a century in Russia, around 18,000 of them migrated to the prairie states and the provinces of North America in the 1870s. A majority of the Mennonites in western United States and western Canada are thus of Dutch ethnic background. Some of the common family names among them areBalzer, Bartel, Dirks, Dyck, Duerksen, Edigers, Enns Epp, Ewert, Friesen, Giesbrecht, Goertz, Harms, Harder, Isaac, Jansen, Klassen, Kliewer, Krahn, Lohrenz, Neufeld, Nickel Pauls, Peters, Ratzloff, Reimer, Regier, Rempel, Thiessen Although many Mennonite refugees had settled in the Palatinate and Alsace, others had migrated into the Jura Mountains near Basel, others had moved eastward, and some had gone to Wittgenstein, Hesse-Darmstadt, and Waldeck. Between 1707-1756 probably 5,000 Mennonites, including 300 Amish, who are the most conservative of the Mennonite groups, came from Switzerland and the Palatinate to eastern Pennsylvania. The Napoleonic wars, and the military conscription that followed those wars produced a new wave of migrations, from Alsace, Bavaria, Hesse, the Palatinate and Switzerland, bringing at least 3,800 additional persons of Swiss background to America.
The largest Mennonite community in Iowa is the Johnson County community, which extends into northern Washington County and into eastern Iowa County and northeastern Keokuk County. Their first settlers located in southwestern Johnson County in 1846. By 1973 they had at least twenty-four congregations in this community with a church membership and unbaptized children numbering over 5,000. Many of their descendants have left the church of their fathers but remain in the larger community. Many descendants have also moved into other communities, as a perusal of their published family histories demon-'The list also appeared in John Horsch, The Mennonites in Europe (Scottdale, Pa., 1942), pp. 383-85. strates. To obtain accurate statistics on the growth of the community is therefore difficult. The writer took a survey of the Swiss Mennonite family names in the above community from the telephone directories of this area. Of the 253 family names in the afore-mentioned Swiss Palatinate Mennonite list, at least fiftyone are presently found in this Iowa community. The ten most common names in the directories are Yoder (140), Miller (126), Gingerich (61), Swartzendruber (50), Brenneman (38), Schlabaugh (37), Hochstetler (37), Hershberger (25), Stutzman (22), and Troyer (16). Less common names include Eash, Fisher, Hartzler, Kempf, King, Kinsinger, Marner, Martin, Nisley, Rhodes, Ropp, Shetler, and Zook. The list also has twenty-two Benders, but it is doubtful if the Benders were Swiss; although they were Amish for generations they may have been German instead of Swiss. This list of course does not include the Old Order Amish Mennonites whose names do not appear in telephone directories, but a list of their names would be very similar to those above. In this community perhaps most of the Mennonites over fifty years old can still speak the Palatinate German, or as it is more commonly known in America, the Pennsylvania German language.
The second largest settlement of ethnic Swiss Mennonites is in southeastern Washington County and in the northern half of Henry County. Earlier it included also the eastern edge of Jefferson County. Mennonite settlers entered these counties in the late 1840s and during the 1850s, although some immigration from Alsace and Switzerland continued into this area up to World War I. This Mennonite community therefore has more foreign born members than any other of the settlements in Iowa. Its family names, though of Swiss origin, do not duplicate the above Johnson County list, although there has been intermarriage and migration between the two communities for a century. At least thirty Swiss Mennonite family names are found in the telephone directories ofthe area. The ten most common are Roth (52), Graber (27), Rich (24) Another Mennonite settlement that was not permanent was the one in the southeast quarter of Page County, when the Goods, Hornings, and Hoffmans moved in from states east of the Mississippi beginning in 1864. They were followed by the Fergusons, Snivelys, Sheelenbergers, Lapps, Gehmans, Eberlys, and the Berrys. Descendants of some of these families remain in Page County.
In the 1860s several Mennonite families from the East, particularly Virginia, settled in Keokuk County, near South English. Among them were Rhodes, Hildebrands, Wengers, Herrs, and Groves. When a Mennonite church was finally organized near South English in 1898, its charter members included Lapps, Blossers, Lineweavers, Wengers and Cooks.
A community established in Calhoun County, near Manson, in 1892 by Summers, Ulrichs, Eigstis, and Zooks, from Illinois, came to be a large permanent settlement, with 300 church members in 1973. Other persons of Swiss ethnic background joined the community in the early years with family names of Bauman, Gingerich, Stoltzfus, Swartzendruber, Weiss, and Zehr.
An Amish Mennonite community was established in Wright County near Eagle Grove, in 1892, by families from Johnson County. The family names were Swartzendruber, Kreider, Gingerich, and Yoder. Later Miller, Gunden, Bender, and Fisher families joined them but the settlement was shortlived, the majority returning to Johnson County, and nearly all the rest moving on to other localities.
In 1897-98, Good, Zimmerman, Miller, Horsch and Shantz families settled in Pocahontas County, near Rolfe and Gilmore City. They never organized a church but in time some of them joined the Mennonite church in adjacent Calhoun County.
In 1886 the Josiah Martin family located in Osceola County. They were joined the following year by the Jesse Bauman family. Soon after this the Weaver, Stauffer, Gingerich, Brubaker, Auker, Gehman, and Weaver families settled in this community. They were nearly all from Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, and were members ofthe "Stauffer Mennonites," a small, very conservative group that has split off the Mennonite Church. Their settlement soon disintegrated because of internal church troubles. A second lead relates to old Bibles and other books among the family heirlooms. If there is a Froschauer Bible handed down in the family, it most likely had been a prized Bible of a Mennonite family. This Bible, produced in Switzerland tirst in the year 1524, was the favorite of the Swiss Mennonites, who brought copies with them to America. Another prized book among Mennonites was the Martyrs Mirror, the first edition in German having been published in 1784. This book contains the stones of early Christian martyrs and also of their own martyrs of Reformation times.
